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In  Gree k  myth ol ogy ,  ASTR AEUS,  fa ther  of  the  f our  w ind  god s  and  the  s tars ,  

was  an  as tr ol og i ca l  de i ty  known a s  th e  g od  of  the  d usk.  Appr opr ia te ly  he  

marr ied  Eos  wh o was  the  goddes s  of  the  dawn.  T oge ther  they  had  many  

ch i ld ren ,  one  of  wh om was  named B orea s:  g od  of  the  c old  n or th  wind ,  wh ich  

howl s  re lent le ss ly  thr ough  Waterk l oof ’ s  v ineyards  and  so  def ines  the  

character  of  our  grape s  an d  resu l t ing  w ine s .  Wh i le  m any  peop le  be l ie ve  

Waterk loof ’  l og o dep ic ts  a  b l owing  man,  i t  i s  ac tua l l y  a  b l owing  g od  –  

Borea s .  

 

IT ’S  RE ALLY  ALL  ABOUT TH E  V INEY ARD S  

The  g ra pe s  for  Ast rae u s  w er e sou rc ed  f rom  a n or ga n ica l ly  far me d v i n eya rd  

in  E l g i n  w h ich  i s  o ne  o f  th e f ew a re as  i n  th e W e st er n C ap e w h er e 

Cha r don nay  e njo ys  s uf f ic i en t l y  coo l  con d it ion s  to  pr oduc e goo d ac id s  for  a  

sp ar k l in g  w i ne .  E l g i n  h as  a  b ig  d iv er s i ty  i n  so i l  t yp e s,  b ut  t h i s  pa rt ic u la r  

v in ey ar d co n s i st s  o f  Tab l e  Mou n ta i n  sa n d sto ne,  wh i ch im par ts  a  mi n era l i ty  

to  t he  wi n e.  To  ad d mor e compl e xi ty  to  th e w i ne w e  bac k  b l e nd e d 15% of  

our  200 9 MCC  C har do nn ay  i nto  th i s  w i n e.  T h e gra p e s  fo r  t h is  20 09 v i nta g e 

de r i ve d f rom o u r  C ha rdo n nay  v i n eya r ds,  wh ic h a re  r oote d i n  sa n d sto ne  so i l s  

an d le n d a  b ea ut i f u l  f l i nt i ne s s .  

 

A  GENTLE  H AND   

The  g ra pe s  w er e ha rv es te d by  ha n d a t  a  low er  s u gar  le ve l  to  k e ep  t he  f r e s h 

ac i d i ty .  F rom th er e w e co o le d i t  dow n ov er n ig ht  a n d pr e ss e d i t  i n  ou r  ba sk et  

pr e ss  t he  fo l lowi n g mo rn i ng  to  e ns u re  a  so f t  e x trac t io n.  P r i mar y  

fer me nt at ion  took  p lac e s pon ta neo u sl y  i n  o l de r  6 00 L  ba rr e l s  w h er e w e k e pt  

i t  o n th e p r im ary  l e es  for  9  mo nt hs .  From  t h er e w e bot t l ed  i t  u nd er  c row n 

cap for  th e s econ da y  f er m en ta t io n a n d le f t  i t  fo r  2  y ear s  to  m at ur e.  At  

d i s gor g i n g we  d i d  a  mi n im um do sag e ad d it ion  a nd  k ep t  th e w i ne for  a  

fur t he r  6  mo nt hs  b efo re  r e l ea s i n g i t .  

 

TAST ING NOTE S FROM  THE GL ASS O F  NAD IA  B ARNAR D  

The  no s e o f  th i s  M CC Ch ar don na y  i s  p le as an t  a n d in v i t i ng  w it h  b isc u i t  no te s  

an d some  r i pe  s ton e f r u i ts .  Com pl e xi ty  o n th e pa la t e  wit h  gr e en  a pp l e  a n d 

b i sc ui t .  F in e ac i d s  g iv e  th e wi n e a  goo d st ru ct ur e.  I t  ca n be  e njo ye d o n i t s  

own or  wit h  som e c la ss ic  r ed  f r u i t  d es s er ts .  

 

THE  NU MBER S  ( 225 0  bott l es  p rod uc e d)  

Alc :  1 2% R S:  3 .7  T A :6 . 8  g/ l   pH :  3 .2    

 

  


